This report is based upon a study of multiple segments of the cardiovascular system of 200 deceased persons and selected surgical specimens. M\last (ells are present in the adventitia of all blood vessels. Only the largest vessels have mast cells in the intima and subintima as well. In this location the number of mast cells is highest in grossly normal but microscopicallv e(lematous areas.
The theory is advanced that mast (ells are attracted by plasma insudate to release heparin for degradation of lipoproteins. Thus, mast cells might play a role in atherogenesis.
MUI7CH has been written about mast cells,'' 2 but our knowledge is still fragmentary and controversial. References to the presence of mast cells in blood vessels of animals are available3-" but there is none regarding their occurrenee in vessels of man. A single paper deals with mast cells in the human heart.'2 Lack of information about mast cells in human blood vessels prompted this study.
MATERIALS ANI) METHODS
Two hundred patients were studied: 100 white and 30 Negro male subjects, and 42 white and 28 Negro female subjects. The youngest were an infant born dead in the seventh month of fetal life and a pair of full-term twins who lived but 4 hours. The oldest person was 90 years of age. Distribution of subjects over the 9 decades of life w-as 32, 10, 22, 20, 18, 32, 32, 28, and 6, respectively. The average age was 44 years.
The length of hospitalization prior to death varied widely. Some persons were (lead on arrival, some had (lied a violent death, and others succumbed to various acute or chronic diseases. Causes of death corresponded to general mortality statistics.
Patients' charts and necropsy protocols were studied. All details were recorded for correlation with mast mast cells were in close proximity to vasa vasorum and were found in all slides, regardless of findings in the inner wall of the aorta.
Most of the mast cells were in the endothelium proper and in the upper layers of the subintima. Except for the basophilic granules they resembled endothelial cells. Fewer mast cells were present in the lower half of the subintima. In this location they were more round and their granules were less dense, as compared to cells located closer to the vascular lumen. The size of granules and their staining ability were the same in all mast cells, but some had a single large vacuole.
Grossly Normal Aorta. The number of intimal-subintimal mast cells varied from person to person, from one aortic sector to the other, and from one visual field to the next. In slides from 36 subjects, 14 of whom were less than 20 years old, no mast cells were found. (Possibly, these results, as other findings, might undergo revision if one were to scan serial sections.) Differences for the 3 series, all subjects in whom mast cell counts were high had experienced shock, but not all persons who had been in shock had high aortic mast cell counts. Some persons may have died too quickly, before an increase of mast cells could take place. Other persons recovered from shock; mast cells could have appeared and disappeared, degranulated, or disintegrated. Such speculation finds support in the observation of extracellular basophilic matter in edematous ground substance.
Multiple reports concern a reduction of basophils during stress' and in experimental shock.'7 
9
A thing is important if any one think it important. The process of history consists in certain folks becoming possessed of the mania that certain special things are important infinitely, whilst other folks cannot agree in the belief. The Shah of Persia refused to be taken to the Derby Day, saying, "It is already known to me that one horse can run faster than another." He made the question "which horse?" immaterial. Any question can be made immaterial by subsuming all its answers under a common head. AAWILLIAM JAMES, Principles of Psychology, 1842-1910.
